REGILDING THE CRESCENT
Whereas, on the one hand, few of the Oxford
students of Roger Bacon's time had progressed
beyond the fifth proposition of the first book of
Euclid, we know that in the ninth century
Almansor ascertained the size of the earth from
the measurement of a degree taken on the shore
of the Red Sea, and that in the ninth and tenth
Al Batani and Abu Wefa accurately determined
the obliquity of the ecliptic. At a time when
Rome was still asserting the flatness of the earth,
the Spanish Moors were using globes in their
common schools, and there is the interesting
possibility that Moorish globes may have found "
their way into the University of Pavia, there to
inspire Columbus with his dream of going west-
ward to find the East ..." buscar el levante
par el poniente ! " Certainly he could not have
owed the inspiration to the flat charts that were
his daily occupation. It was an Arab, Al-
Khwarizmi, who brought our numerals from
India and Bagdad to Europe, thereby supersed-
ing the barbarous and cumbersome Roman
capitals.
It has, perhaps, already occurred to the reader
that these traditions, though Mohammedan, are
not Turkish. This is true; nevertheless the
rising generation should be inspired by the
triumphs of its co-religionists. It should be
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